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ABOUT EIT RIS
eit -ris.eu

The EIT was established in 2008 to contribute to the sustainable economic growth 

and competitiveness of Europe by reinforcing the innovation capacity of the 

European Union (EU) and its Member States. The EIT has pioneered the integration 
of higher education, research, and business in Europe with a strong emphasis on 

entrepreneurial talent, business creation, and innovation skills.

EIT Regional Innovation Scheme (RIS) overview:

Å Purpose: Launched in 2014 by the European Institute of Innovation and 

Technology (EIT) to enhance innovation in modest and emerging countries of 

Europe and their regions.

Å Implementation: Steering by the EIT and implemented by its Knowledge and 

Innovation Communities (KICs), with significant enhancements under the EIT 

Strategic Innovation Agenda (SIA) 2021-2027. 

Key 2023 Activities:

Å Business Support: Accelerating Start-up growth in the EIT RIS area.

Å Skills: Over 84 000 participants upskilled in innovation and entrepreneurship.

Å Innovation: Over 250 new innovations were launched

Å Local Engagement: Collaborating with local players to strengthen ecosystems, 

3 EIT Community Offices were launched in 2023 in such countries as North 

Macedonia, Latvia and Ukraine.

Impact:

Å The EIT RIS has significantly contributed to the EIT SIA objective of improving 

the EIT's regional outreach to bridge innovation gaps.

Å EIT RIS-based innovators now make up over 60% of all participants in EIT 

Community activities..

Å Swift support was provided to Ukraine, a RIS-eligible country, amidst ongoing 

conflict.

https://eit-ris.eu/
https://eit.europa.eu/news-events/news/new-eit-strategy-launched-2021-2027#:~:text=The%20European%20Institute%20of%20Innovation%20and


EIT supported ventures came from 
the RIS area talents upskilled in areas including digital 

innovation, entrepreneurship, and advanced 
technologies like AI.

innovations made in EIT RIS 
were brought to market. partners from the EIT RIS region inthe 

network achieving successes

EIT COMMUNITY IN THE EIT RIS-ELIGIBLE AREA (2023)

In 2023, the EIT Community continued to make significant strides in fostering entrepreneurship and innovation 
across Europe, particularly in countries with moderate and emerging innovation capabilities. 

Key initiatives included support for start-ups through programmes like the EIT JumpstarterЯШEfÑШcĲċũƣőќƚШ ƣƣƖċĦƣШƣŸШ
fŰƻĲƚƣЯШċŰĬШEfÑШfŰŰŸEŰĲƖŊǃќƚШĤƨƚŔŰĲƚƚШĦƖĲċƣŔŸŰШċĦƣŔƻŔƣŔĲƚЯШƽőŔĦőШƓƖŸƻŔĬĲĬШƣƖċŔŰŔŰŊЯШůĲŰƣŸƖƚőŔƓЯШċŰĬШŉƨŰĬŔŰŊЮШ
Success stories include health tech scale -ups, financial investments in the energy sector, and numerous new 
ventures. 

Educational efforts, such as summer schools, fellowships, and professional training, enhanced skills and fostered 
entrepreneurial mindsets. [ŸƖШŔŰƚƣċŰĦĲЯШEfÑШcĲċũƣőќƚШĲĬƨĦċƣŔŸŰċũШƓƖŸŊƖċůůĲƚШƨƓƚťŔũũĲĬШŸƻĲƖШΞΜΜШƣċũĲŰƣƚЯШƽőŔũĲШ
EfÑШ[ŸŸĬќƚШƓƖŸŊƖċůůĲƚШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣĲĬШƽŸůĲŰШũĲċĬĲƖƚШċŰĬШĬĲĲƓ-tech start -ups. 

These activities collectively strengthened the innovation capacity of local ecosystems and contributed to 
addressing societal challenges across Europe.

https://eitjumpstarter.eu/
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EIT CLIMATE-KIC HIGHLIGHTS

Rural Spain ClimAccelerator event inValencia, Spain. .org

https://www.climate-kic.org/
https://www.climate-kic.org/


New ClimAcceleratorPartnerships

In 2023 EIT Climate-KIC organisedseveral ClimAcceleratoreditions together with Entrepreneurship
SupportOrganisations. Onewasin Polandsupportedby oneof the biggestPolishBankςPKOBankPolski
and Accelpoint. Thanksto this partnershipClimate-KICsupported accelerating15 innovativesolutions
such as: turning coffee waste into sustainablechemicals,unique photocatalytic technology for air
purificationanddisinfection,readyfor versatileapplicationsor wastereductionequipmentwhichenable
retailersandHoReCato managegarbagesmarter.

INNOVATION PROJECTS

BUSINESS CREATION

SupportingWesternBalkansearly-stageinnovations in cleantechandclimate tech

Togetherwith ImpactHubBelgradeEITClimate-KICjoined forcesto identify the most promisingearly-stage
innovationsof digital and greentransition. TheWesternBalkanWinter DemoDay2023brought founders
from the Western Balkans,who need support in fundraising,matchmakingwith investors and further
product/solutiondevelopment.

EITClimate-KICran 13
Innovation activities

with 406total participants.

SupportingEuropeancoalregionsin their transition awayfrom coal
In 2023, EITClimate-KIChascontinuedthe PostCoalFutureLabinitiative to addressthe complexchallengesof
the energytransition by facilitating collaborationwithin and between9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎsouthern,central and eastern
regions.
Togetherwith the IndustryValueChainclusterteamof EITClimate-KICandrepresentativesfrom JustTransiti

TheKICcreatedmultiple Mini Labsand the Main Lab,tools similar to UNIŀōƛǘŀǘΩǎurban labs. TheMini Labs
stimulateongoingcollaborationamongcity authorities,miningunions,businesses,academia,NGOsandactivists
to get a wide rangeof viewpointsandapproachesto the transitionandhelp to strengthenunderstandingof the
commonchallenges,goalsandtrust within thesecommunities.

PopulatingNetZeroCitiesacrossemergingregions
Beingengagedin the JustTransitionMechanisminitiatives,EITClimate-KIChascontinuedstrategicsupport for
the regionsin Central,EasternandSouthernEuropein drivingforward the JustTransitionagenda. EITClimate-
KICleadsthe NetZeroCitiesPilot CitiesProgramme,currently supportingover 50 Europeancities in their quest
for climate neutrality by 2030, as part of the EUCitiesMission. Participatingcities identify emissionssources,
developplansfor mitigationandexplorediversesolutions.

In 2023, five Polishcities with a total population of over 4M citizens,joined the programmewith their NEEST
initiative. It aims at preparing a set of innovative solutions for the revitalisation of 5 types of buildings,
includingmulti-familybuildingsbuilt massivelyduringthe communistperiod. Theproject focuseson reducingto
zeroall emissionfactorsin thesebuildings.

EITClimate-KICran 7 Business 
Creationactivities with a total

of 378participants.

ADDRESSING CLIMATE CHANGE 

https://climaccelerator.climate-kic.org/
https://unhabitat.org/initiative/urban-lab
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/climate-neutral-and-smart-cities_en


ENTREPRENEURIAL 
EDUCATION

EITClimate-KICran 30
education activities

with 1 653 total participants.

How to move from old to newƚa virtual SystemsInnovation LearningFestival:
Together with SIDAEIT Climate-KIChas been running the Systems Innovation
Learning Festival on an annual basis since 2021. In 2023 we involved more
stakeholders from the emerging regions for learning, collaboration, and the
exchangeof ideas, all aimed at advancingthe field of systems innovation and
addressingcomplexsocietalchallengesin a holistic manner. The last edition was
held between Juneand December2023 and brought together keynote experts
including representatives of OECD, UNDP, Global Sustainability
FellowsProgrammeandmany more.

Other impactful initiatives
Integrating Ukrainian Refugees into Timiƀoara'sCultural Fabric through CONNECT
as a part of the EITNew EuropeanBauhausInitiative

AnabellaCostache, a cultural project managerat the FaberCulturalCentreinTimiƀoara,
Romania,leadsa remarkableinitiative known as CONNECTwithin the EITNew European
Bauhaus. This project focusesonintegrating integrating Ukrainianrefugees,particularly
women fleeing the war, into the city's developmentthrough artistic gatheringsand the
sharingof culturalhistories.

CONNECTfosters a supportivecommunity by organisingevents that bring together local
residents and Ukrainian newcomers, creating opportunities for cultural exchangeand
mutual understanding. Through these artistic gatherings, participants share their
stories, experiences,and histories,enrichingthe cultural fabric ofTimiƀoaraand helping
refugeesfind a senseof belongingin their new environment.

This initiative not only supports the immediate needs of Ukrainian refugees but also
contributes to the long-term cultural and socialdevelopmentof the city, demonstrating
the powerof art andculturalprojectsin bridgingcommunitiesandfostering inclusivity.

9
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EITCLIMATE-KICALUMNI SUCCESS STORIES

https://climathon.climate-kic.org/


EIT Digital Master School students at the 2022 kick-off in Tallinn.

EIT DIGITAL HIGHLIGHTS

https://www.eitdigital.eu/


STRONG DIGITAL EUROPE

Seeking Innovative Solutions for Europe's Digital Challenges

ÅWhenit comesto innovationprojects, EIT Digitalis lookingfor world-classdigital deep
tech activities led by teams with powerful entrepreneurialdrive to support the next
generationof digital companiesthat canimpact Europeand theworldƝs challenges.A
strong InnovationActivity proposalfor EITDigital will demonstratea specificsolution for
a relevantbusinesspain that cancreateor disrupt markets and that is alignedwith EIT
DigitalƝsfocusareasand shouldachievethe claimedmarket impact during theactivityƝs
timeframe. FocusareasincludeDigital Industry, Digital Cities,DigitalFinance,Digital
Wellbeing,and DigitalTech.

Empowering Early-Stage European digital Startups
Å The EIT Digital Open Innovation Factory supports the boost of early- stage 

European startups interested in gaining market traction for their products and 
services.

Å Specifically, the programme is looking for world- class digital DeepTech
Activities developed by corporates, research and technology organisations 
and/or universities together with early- stage ventures that have demonstrated 
market and investor traction and can leverage the programme to boost their 
growth even further.

INNOVATION PROJECTS

3

ƟWith the help of EIT Digital we 
were able to connect together 
partners from different fields, 

such as banking, innovation and 
software development lo launch 
our fast, secure and touchless 
multimodal biometric payment 

solution.ơ

Csaba KŊrmŊczi, PeasyPay, 
OpenInnovationDactory2020

https://www.eitdigital.eu/open-innovation-factory/


EITDigitalprovidedthree
Business Creationactivities,

with 211 deeptech start-ups 
supported from EIT RIS-

eligible countries.

EIT Digital Venture Programme: From MVP to Market Success

Theprogrammesupportsearly-stageentrepreneurialteams on their journeyto the
market.
Launched six years ago, the EIT Digital Venture Programme is designed to support early-
stage entrepreneurial teams from the Baltics, Central, Eastern and Southern Europe in their 
journey to market.
In 2023, the programme has expanded its reach to include Italy, Spain and Hungary. It is 
now open to 22 European countries, with new partners like Universidad Politécnica de 
Madrid, Dock3 and Lunar joining existing regional accelerators.
Selected teams are offered an intensive eight-week pre-acceleration programme; they are 
coached, in particular, onhow to develop their Minimum Viable Product (MVP), establish 
their startup company, and raise funds with investors.
!ǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ άtƛǘŎƘ 5ŀȅǎΣέ ǘƘŜȅ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǾŀƭƛŘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ōȅ 
presenting it in front of early-stage investors, potential clients, and experts from the tech 
community.
The 40 teams awarded represent some of Europe's most promising young ventures, and 
the final prize recognizes their accomplishments to date while empowering their future 
growth.

έ!n early-ǎǘŀƎŜ ǎǘŀǊǘǳǇΩǎ ǇŀǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭ 
impact is a roller-coaster. EIT5ƛƎƛǘŀƭΩǎ ±ŜƴǘǳǊŜ 
Programme helps founders take the first dozen steps 
along this difficult way. Our great incubation partners 
provide training and mentorship, while EITDigital 
provides the initial financial support. This unrivalled 
pan-European initiative empowers entrepreneurs to 
turn their dreams into scalable business. Judging by the 
astounding quality of the graduates, this initiative 
continues to achieve strong results in catalyzing
ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊǎƘƛǇΦα
DénesCsiszár, Acceleration Manager 

eitdigital.eu

https://www.eitdigital.eu/venture-incubation-program/


EDUCATION

EITDigital ran 9 education
activities with 155 
participants.

ÅMasterSchool Programme

ÅSummer School Programme

ÅSpeed Master

ÅProfessional School 
Programme

PracticalLearningfor Innovators and Entrepreneurs

EITDigital'seducationprogrammesoffer a diverserangeof learningopportunities aimedat fostering
innovation, entrepreneurship,and digital skills developmentacrossvarious target audiences. These
programmes cater to different stages of professional and academic careers, providing tailored
educationto meet specificneeds.
Commonalities across all programmes include a focus on digital technologies, innovation, and
entrepreneurship. Eachprogrammeis designedto providepracticalskills and knowledgethat canbe
appliedin real-world scenarios,emphasizinghands-on learningandreal- life applications.
EIT Digital's education programmes target students pursuing double degrees,young professionals
exploringtech entrepreneurship,start-up executivesand foundersaimingto scaletheir ventures,and
seasonedprofessionalsseekingto deepentheir expertise in digital technologyand innovation. Each
programmeoffers tailored educationto meet the specificneedsof these diverseaudiences,fostering
innovationandentrepreneurshipacrossEurope.
While the Master Schooland SummerSchoolfocus more on students and youngprofessionalsat the
beginningor early stages of their careers,the Speedmasterand ProfessionalSchoolcater to more
experiencedprofessionalsand entrepreneurslooking to deepentheir expertiseand navigatespecific
challengesin the tech industry. Together, these programmes create a comprehensiveeducational
ecosystem that supports continuous learning and development across all stages of a professional
journey.

EIT Digital Master School's 
graduates

https://masterschool.eitdigital.eu/
https://summerschool.eitdigital.eu/
https://www.eitdigital.eu/speedmaster
https://professionalschool.eitdigital.eu/
https://professionalschool.eitdigital.eu/


EITDIGITALSUPPORTED START-UP
A Spanish startup that is changing the way people consume by turning shoppers into renters has built on its early
development with EITDigital and is gearing up for greater international expansion.

RentallƝssolution makesit easyto rent a rangeof products that peoplemight not always want to purchase- from computers
to scooters,andbeyond.

EITDigital has nurtured the growth of Rentall from the beginning. The collaborationwith EITDigital within the "i3 Lifestyle"
innovationactivity of the OpenInnovationFactoryhelpedthe startup developits platform - addinga biometric recognitiontool
that enablesrapid customer identification, fraud managementmeasuresand a smart virtual assistant to enrich the customer
experience.

The expansionfrom Spaininto the rest of Europehas alreadybegun in France,with rentals of Nervae-scooters,and Italy is
next in line. Thiswill be followed soonafter by expansioninto the rest of Europeandthen beyond.
Theinternationalizationwork is oneareawhereRentallwill useits new
EUR1.25 million in funding. Thefundingwill alsosupport further
developmentof the platform andintegrationof new partners,hiring
the staff that Rentallneedsto grow,and launchingan
onlinemarketingcampaign.
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https://rentall-partners.com/
https://www.eitdigital.eu/open-innovation-factory/


AgrifoodLabsby EIT Food, final event in Kyiv, Ukraine
eitfood.eu

EIT FOOD HIGHLIGHTS

https://www.eitfood.eu/


INNOVATION 

THROUGH

COCREATION

EIT FOOD'S CO-CREATION LABS: LEADING THE WAY IN NEW PRODUCT AND SOLUTION 
DEVELOPMENT

EIT Food supports activities which aim to accelerate innovation towards creating positive 
change in the food system. In this regard the community seeks for new products on the 
market, introducing new and improved commercial processes and services, and achieving 
impact across our 3 missions:Healthier Lives Through Food,A Net Zero Food System,A Fully 
Transparent, Fair and Resilient Food System.

EITFood RISConsumerEngagementLabs (CEL)support innovations in the Europeanfood
systemthrough co-creationprocessesfocusedon designinginnovativefood productsand new
packagingsolutions in collaborationwith local consortiaconsistingof industry and scientific
organizations. Eachprogrammeedition addresseda specific,pre-definedsocietalchallengeand
enabledthe collaborationbetweenconsumersand companiesjointly co-creatingnew product
ideas. The 2023 edition engaged 135 consumers from Greece, Latvia, Malta, Romania,
Slovenia,andTürkiye.
In 2023, 8 innovative productswere designedand introduced to the market asthe outcomes
of the EIT Food RISCELprogramme, the largest food co-creation initiative in Europe. 3
products exceededthe threshold of EUR10,000 in product salesbefore the end of 2023:
Freshspirulinawith Nordiclemon/Latvianquince,FullMealTRIOandWrapfalafel.

EIT Food RIS 3 Guidebook - ôAcall to action for agrifood policymakers

and doersõ

The EITFoodwants to becomea catalyserof innovation activities in food systemin EITRIS
countries. Aspart of cooperationwith local actors,EITFoodwith its EITRISHubsinitiated a
seriesof roundtable events on the designand implementation of RISwithin the agri-food
sector. RIS3 Guidebookbased on the innovation gap analysisof 17 EITRIScountries was
publishedto shareresultsof data analysis,interviewsand brainstormingsessionwith experts
from Bulgaria,Croatia,Czechia,Estonia,Greece,Hungary,Italy, Lithuania,Poland,Portugal,
Romania,Serbia,Slovakia,Slovenia,SpainandTurkey. It showsbestpracticesandpresentsthe
most efficient ways of aligning regional strategieswith EU agrifood policy frameworks. The
Guidebookprovidespracticalguidancefor regionsseekingto developand implementeffective
innovationstrategiesthat supportsustainabledevelopmentandgrowth in the food sectorand
canbe downloadedhere

In 2023 there were 15 
innovation

Introduced to the market 
within EIT Food RIS activities.

Industry involvement in implementation of 
Regional and National Smart Specialisation

Strategies in agrifood sector, 26th June 
Riga,moderated by Anna KubiakEcosystem 
Manager with participation Enno EnceCEO at 
MILZU! Creartor, Augustas ũĲƜŔƷŰċƚ, CEO at 

ART21 and Gonçalo Amorim , CEO at BGI

Read the EIT Food RIS3 

Guidebook

GREENER FOOD PRODUCTION

https://www.eitfood.eu/projects/ris-consumer-engagement-labs
https://www.eitfood.eu/projects/eit-food-ris3-guidebook-a-call-to-action-for-agrifood-policymakers-and-doers
https://www.eitfood.eu/files/RIS3-Guidebook-final-1.pdf
https://www.eitfood.eu/files/RIS3-Guidebook-final-1.pdf


ENTREPRENEURIAL 
EDUCATION

EITFOODHIGHLIGHTS

https://www.eitfood.eu/projects/ris-professional-development-2/draf---deeptech-revolution-in-the-agrofood
https://www.eitfood.eu/projects/challenge-labs


ⁿ⁯

ⁿ⁯

EIT FOOD SUPPORTED START-UP

https://ekolive.eu/


Sira Mogas

EIT FOOD ALUMNI

https://koabiotech.com/


RIS Validation Track 2023, the programme developed by EIT 
Health Innostars

EIT HEALTH HIGHLIGHTS

https://eithealth.eu/


EMPOWERING HEALTHCARE INNOVATIONS: 
EIT HEALTH INNOSTARS AND RIS SUPPORT

EIT Health defines an innovation project as a
solution that solves a clearly defined need that
falls within one of the Flagshipareas. Specifically,
the proposed solution must be relevant to the
healthcare system in the EU, address a real
problem or unmet need, demonstrate innovation
with patient-centric technologies,and align with
oneor more of EITHealth Flagshiparea.

INNOVATION PROJECTS

Ultimately, what makesa health innovation project a successis an innovative idea that
uses technology to deliver value to healthcare systems and patients alike; a
knowledgeableand invested consortium, preparedto take on the challenge; and a solid
businessplan that mapsout the journeyfrom ideato market success.

Tenpromising consortia backedin the RISInnovation Call2023

This innovation call supports the developmentof local healthcareprojects in the EITRIS
areathat target oneor moreof the focusareas.

EITHealth InnoStarsaims to bridgethe funding gapin severalmoderatelyprogressingEU
countries,as well as to support participants in the proof-of-conceptphaseand to guide
them in their EITHealth innovationjourney. Theprogrammeoffers accessto fundingup to
ƻ75.000,mentoring,training services,andnetworkingopportunities.

TheRISInnovationCallsupports the developmentof healthcareinnovations in the proof-
of-conceptphasewhile boosting regional cooperationon the ground. The programme is
open to all legal entities, such as business organisations, academic, research and
healthcare institutions in Central, Eastern and Southern European regions, where EIT
Health InnoStarshasregisteredhubsor partners.

BETTER HEALTHCARE 



BUSINESS CREATION

Therewas a total of 4 business 
creation activities with 56

total participants.

InnoStars Awards: The programme helps transform
prototypes and MVPs into health solutions or products
and brings them to the market. It is suitable for micro
and small enterprises, spin-offs and start-ups with a
prototype or an MVP,but the product/service is not on
the market yet (they do not haveany incomeyet).

18 early-stage innovations participated in six-month-
long journey with InnoStars. Altogether 107 eligible
applications from 18 European countries were
submitted in 2023. Among them, Poland stands out
with its 20 applicant start-ups. The InnoStars Awards
also attracted considerableinterest in Romania,Spain,
Hungary, Italy, and Portugal, with at least 8 candidate
companiesfrom everycountry.

ENTREPRENEURIAL 
EDUCATION

Therewas a total of 7 
educational activities with 
849 participants in 2023.

HelloAI RISAdvancedand HelloAI RISProfessional

HelloAI was founded as an EIT Health-supported
educationactivity drivenby GEHealthcareto prepare
and involve future talents in tackling healthcare
challengeswith the support of AI applications and
learn about future opportunities. Theseprogrammes
help to introduce healthcare professionals,
healthcare IT managers,practising medical experts,
healthcare managers and entrepreneurs with
products addressingthe healthcareIT domain to the
operationalisation of AI, to unveil and discover its
challengesin healthcare.



Therewas a total of 13 capacity 
building activities with 1 838

total participants.



EITHEALTHSUPPORTEDSTART-UPS

https://anibiome.ai/


EITHEALTHSUPPORTEDSTART-UPS

https://ailin.es/

