
eit.europa.eu 1

EIT Culture & Creativity was launched with the mission 
to unite Europe’s creatives and boost innovation in the 
cultural and creative sectors and industries. With the 
aim to drive sustainable growth, EIT Culture & Creativity 
targets 15 industries on a pan-European scale. 

EIT Culture & Creativity integrates the EIT innovation model 
and offers three pillars of activities: innovation projects, 
business creation & acceleration, and entrepreneurial 
education programmes. The KIC will foster innovation and 
help establish culture and creativity as essential drivers of 
Europe’s economic, environmental and social progress.

EIT Culture 
& Creativity: 
Uniting Europe’s 
creatives
EIT Culture & Creativity is a Knowledge 
and Innovation Community (KIC) created 
by the European Institute of Innovation and 
Technology (EIT) in 2022. The EIT is Europe’s 
largest innovation ecosystem offering 
education, innovation and business creation 
services to solve global challenges.
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With a turnover of EUR 643 billion (2019), the cultural & creative sectors and industries 
rank amongst the top five sectors in Europe, alongside automotive and agriculture. 
With EIT Culture & Creativity, this economic powerhouse can now unlock its innovation 
potential for Europe – to deal with fast fashion, for example, or to preserve heritage 
or reduce the carbon footprint of architecture.
Anette Schaefer and Bernd Fesel, co-CEOs of EIT Culture & Creativity
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The power of EIT Culture & Creativity’s network
Since its designation in 2022, the KIC has laid the foundations for its operations, reaching 
out to key organisations to galvanise partners and create an extensive innovation community in the 
cultural and creative sectors and industries.

EIT Culture & Creativity’s network comprises 61 partners and was represented in 25 offices across 
Europe at the end of 2024. Partners include NGOs such as the European Cultural Foundation, 
public bodies such as the cities of Amsterdam and Sofia, and leading universities like University 
of Bologna and University of Tartu.

In addition to its head office in Cologne, its regional hubs in Amsterdam, Barcelona, Bologna, 
Helsinki, Košice, and Vienna will drive collaboration at both local and European levels. These hubs 
will connect efforts in education, research, and business, supporting innovators with advanced 
technology, funding, and emerging talent. 

By offering local access, EIT Culture & Creativity will turn regional strengths into entrepreneurial 
success connecting local creatives to the largest pan-European innovation network. Additionally, 
EIT Culture & Creativity benefits from the Europe-wide network of EIT Community hubs.

EIT Culture & 
Creativity offices

EU countries

Horizon Europe 
associated 
countries

EIT Culture & Creativity 
Headquarters

Brainstorm Multimedia’s alliance with EIT Culture & Creativity is driven by 
a commitment to revolutionise the creative and cultural sector with cutting-edge 
3D graphics and virtual production tools. This collaboration aligns with their 
dedication to empower artists and cultural practitioners, enabling them to weave 
immersive narratives and experiences that fuse traditional elements  
with innovative techniques.
Brainstorm Multimedia, Cooperation Partner
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Driving innovation in the cultural and creative sectors in Europe
EIT Culture & Creativity will focus on five key areas that are vital to Europe’s transition towards 
a sustainable economy:

Supporting 
architects adopting 
circular and ethical 

practices.

1 Architecture

2 Audio-visual 
media

Developing products 
and services powered 

by responsible, 
trustworthy 

technologies.

3 Cultural 
heritage

Promoting 
sustainable design 

practices to counter 
fast fashion.

4 Fashion

Assisting SMEs 
in integrating AI, 
no-code tools, 

and ethical digital 
practices.

5 Gaming

Strengthening social 
cohesion through deeper 

engagement with Europe’s 
cultural institutions and 

practices.

On the path of financial sustainability
According to the EIT model, EIT KICs start off with limited funding, which increases gradually. 
Then, after a peak period, it decreases, as KICs are expected to generate their own revenue to 
become financially sustainable within 15 years. 

Designated in 2022, EIT Culture & Creativity signed its Partnership Agreement with the EIT at 
the end of 2024, making it the youngest KIC in the EIT family that is currently in the early phase 
of developing its services. 

Drawing on the experience of other KICs, the first 7-year cycle of its operations will be crucial 
in establishing its position and gaining recognition in Europe. Its own income is planned to be 
based on membership fees, revenue from services and consulting and ‘alternative funding’  
(e.g. grants provided by national, other EU or international organisations, private sector funding). 
EIT Culture & Creativity furthermore will make a strong effort to build up an investment portfolio 
by supporting start-ups through acceleration programmes. The evolution of its own income will 
depend on future strategic decisions and market conditions.

Find out more!
Keep an eye out for news, events, 
and opportunities. eit.europa.eu EITeu eiteuEITnewsEIT EIT


