
EIT 2.0 for a Competitive Europe: 
Redesigning Europe’s Largest Innovation Ecosystem

Europe must boost its competitiveness to tackle global challenges. The European Institute of 
Innovation and Technology (EIT) strengthens Europe’s innovation capacity and empowers future 
entrepreneurs. Building on strong Horizon Europe results and independent recognition, the EIT 
Governing Board’s updated vision sets out a more efficient role for the EIT in the EU’s next 
innovation chapter. 

EIT Strategic Vision 
Factsheet

The EIT builds connected, cross-border 
innovation and self-sustaining ecosystems 
(known as Knowledge and Innovation 
Communities) with a focus on long-term 
impact.

Present in all EU countries with over 2 400 partners 

Integrates education, research, and innovation (known as the ‘Knowledge Triangle’) to 
address Europe’s key societal challenges

Delivers concrete, high-impact support in widening countries, while maintaining a 
strong commitment to innovation across all EU regions

Supports the entire pipeline from skills development to startups and scale-ups 

Has achieved a leverage effect of 5.6 – one of the highest in Horizon Europe

More than 9 900 companies supported, €10 billion external funding raised, €71.2 
billion company valuations

Why the EIT Matters?

Close the innovation gap by:
Expanding the EIT Regional Innovation Booster – a tailored support scheme for moderate and 

emerging innovator regions

Widening the EIT’s toolbox for pre-seed financing and sector-specific support to address the 
lack of EU tools for greenfield industrial startups at their earliest, riskiest stages

Priorities for the Next R&I Framework Programme



Find out more!
eit.europa.eu EITeu EIT EITnews EITeiteu

A simplified, impact-driven model for its Knowledge and Innovation Communities 
(KICs), built on strategic focus, strong leadership, lean governance, financial 
sustainability, strong industry engagement, and balanced European representation

Streamlined legal and governance structures to support efficiency and transparency

New KICs to be launched (proposed strategic areas: Security & Resilience, AI & 
Robotics, Bio-based industries, Space & Aerospace and Rural Innovation) 

Reforms to Scale Up 

The EIT is Europe’s innovation engine, ready to 
accelerate progress.

Close the skills gap by:
consolidating EIT education and skills programmes into the EIT Innovation Campus – a 

coherent portfolio of entrepreneurial initiatives to boost Europe’s workforce and 
competitiveness

This requires stronger synergies between EU innovation instruments, 
such as the EIC, within a common framework and greater simplification.

https://www.eit.europa.eu/
https://x.com/EITeu
https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-institute-of-innovation-and-technology---eit
https://www.facebook.com/EITnews/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrJYjTXJslMi3bbd3iE3ZBg
https://www.instagram.com/eiteu/

